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City: Rain stalling pothole repairs

UTB waiting for action on
request filed weeks ago

Townhall meeting draws
crowd of downtown
business owners

By Marlane Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

At least 10 potholes on the streets
within campus are causing bumpy rides
for drivers.
Potholes at least an inch deep can be
found on Gorgas Drive, Ridgely and
Ringgold roads, and auto mechanics
say it can cost between $500 and $600
to repair a wheel or tire damaged by the
holes.
Ramon
Garcia,
a
sophomore
engineering
physics-computer
engineering major, has been driving
on campus for a year and has run into
potholes on Ringgold Road.
“It’s really bumpy out here and it does
cause problems when driving,” Garcia
said. “Sometimes it bumps my tires and
you can bump your head sometimes.”
He wants the potholes filled.
“It would be better if they fix it, it will
be a smooth ride,” Garcia said.
Abraham Hernandez, director of UTBrownsville’s Physical Plant, said it is the
City of Brownsville’s responsibility to fill
the potholes.
“Those are actually city streets, and
we made contact with the city two weeks
ago,” Hernandez told The Collegian on
Wednesday.
Although Hernandez has not received
any complaints about potholes, he said

Residents hit
parking meter
rate-hike plan

Marlane Rodriguez /Collegian Photos
A truck drives into a pothole on Ringgold Road near the REK Center.

Albert Garcia/Collegian

Downtown building owner Larry Holtzman
speaks against a proposal to raise parking
meter rates from 25 cents to 75 cents per
hour during Wednesday’s townhall meeting in
Market Square.

By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN

A pothole on Ringgold Road in front of the
Student Union.

A pothole on Ringgold Road.

he received a call from an unidentified
person, informing him about the potholes
in front of SET-B.

“All the rain that we’ve been having
has made the potholes bigger than

Concerned citizens spoke out for and
against the City of Brownsville’s plan to
triple parking meter rates downtown
during a townhall meeting Wednesday at
Market Square.
Ramiro Gonzalez, comprehensive
planning manager for the city, asked the

See POTHOLES, Page 3

See TOWNHALL, Page 3

In service to others
ORANGE SQUEEZE FESTIVAL Hundreds
give back to community
By Anthony Cano
THE COLLEGIAN

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Students ride Pirates’ Revenge during the Orange Squeeze Festival, held Jan. 17 on the
Casa Bella lawn. UT-Brownsville students relaxed after their first week of spring classes at
the Welcome Week event, which featured rides, Fun Fotos to Go, live music and free hot
dogs, chips and soft drinks. More than 200 students attended the festival, said Debbie Ann
Perez, Casa Bella’s assistant director.

Hundreds of volunteers, many of
them UT-Brownsville students, turned a
holiday into a workday, all in service to
the community.
University officials said 842 people
helped out 32 organizations on Jan. 20,
in observance of Martin Luther King Jr.
Day. They gathered at Dean Porter Park
in Brownsville where they separated into
groups, ate breakfast and then headed
out to perform the MLK Day of Service
projects.
The Office of Student Engagement
and the University Scholars program
organized the event. Help from
businesses such as Burger King, H-E-B
Food Stores and Home Depot, plus a
grant from the Cesar Chavez Foundation
helped fund the event.
“Today we make it a day on and not
a day off and work to transform Martin
Luther King’s life in teaching into a day
of service,” said UT-Brownsville Director
of Leadership Programs Heather Olague.
Energy was running high as each

Marlane Rodriguez /Collegian

Junior criminal justice major Jordhy Bustillos
sweeps the floor in a room at the Gladys Porter
Zoo.

group dispersed to various activities
ranging from interacting with residents

See MLK, Page 3
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People packed the Brownsville Event
Center for Taste of La Frontera, cheerfully
walking from booth to booth
and
savoring what participating restaurants
had to offer.
Twenty-three restaurants, including
Bigo’s Bar and Grill, Chick-fil-A, The
Vermillion restaurant, Mi Pueblito Bar
and Grill and Taqueria Ultimo Taco
served everything from ceviche to tacos
to pasta during the Jan. 20 fundraiser.
“Every participating restaurant is here,
not to get known by the community but
also to volunteer their time and donate
the food that they give to everyone,”
said Luigi Cristiano, president of the Mr.
Amigo Association, which puts on the
event as a fundraiser for its upcoming
Charro Days-related events.
Asked which food he had sampled,
Myles Garza, an attorney for the law
office of Robert Garza, replied: “Bigo’s
[Bar and Grill], el Ultimo Taco … was
one of the best ones voted for two years
in a row, Vermillion’s ceviche, which is
probably one of the best ones in town,
and a few others.”
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Abigail Chavez, a resident of Corpus
Christi who came to Brownsville to
attend the event, said: “There’s so much
to try, you just need to pace yourself. ...
But it’s really good.”
Cesar Acevedo, a UT-Brownsville
junior computer science major, served as
a volunteer at the event by seating guests
and picking up their plates when they
were done.
“It’s a fun place, [there are] a lot of
restaurants here right now,” Acevedo
said. “For example, Chick-fil-A always has
good food. There are other restaurants as
well, all participating and donating their
time, serving food for our enjoyment.”
Entertainment included performances
by Mariachi El Mundial, UTB’s
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán and senior
communication major and Collegian
Editor Cleiri Quezada, who sang “La
Charreada” and “Aires del Mayab.”
“Without the community, this wouldn’t
be a success and without this being a
success Mr. Amigo wouldn’t be alive,”
Cristiano said. “I just want to thank
everybody for allowing us to have a great
Mr. Amigo year this year.”
The Mr. Amigo Association was
established 50 years ago as a means

Student Involvement Fair

Campus clubs and organizations may
sign up for a booth to recruit new
members at the Student Involvement
Fair until 5 p.m. today by accessing
studentinvolvementfair2014.eventbrite.
com. Students are encouraged to
sign up for membership in clubs and
organizations during the fair, scheduled
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday in the Casa Bella
clubhouse. For more information, call
the Office of Student Engagement at
882-5138.

Toastmasters Open House

UTB Toastmasters United invites
the public to its open house, scheduled
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Wednesday in
the Main Building’s Salón Cassia.
Toastmasters United offers a program of
communication and leadership projects
designed to help people learn the arts
of speaking, listening and thinking. For
more information, e-mail Career Services
Student Placement Specialist Ana Perez
at ana.b.perez@utb.edu.

Dream Big Rally

‘Habits of Successful
Scientists’

Julio Ramirez, the R. Stuart Dickson
Professor of Psychology at Davidson
College in North Carolina, will present a
workshop titled “Habits of Successful
Scientists” at 1 p.m. Tuesday in the
Student Union’s Gran Salón. Ramirez
has developed a nationally acclaimed
training program for student and faculty
mentoring. For more information, call
the Biomedical Services Center at
882-7667.

Student organizations are invited to
create posters of what they would like
to see in the new university, UT-Rio
Grande Valley, during the Dream Big
Rally, scheduled from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday on the Student Union lawn.
Students will then carry their posters
in a procession from the union to the
Main Building courtyard where they
will display them on a wall. The event
is sponsored the Office of Student
Engagement. For more information,
call 882-5111.

Magaly Rosales/Collegian Photo
Chicken Sour Cream Enchiladas was among
the dishes served by Chili’s Grill and Bar
during Taste of La Frontera.

to strengthen the bonds of friendship
between the United States and Mexico,
specifically Brownsville and Matamoros.
Each year, the association honors a
Mexican citizen who has contributed to
the friendship between the two countries.
Actress, singer and model Mariana
Seoane has been named Mr. Amigo 2013.
Proceeds from the annual fundraiser
will be used to fund the Mr. Amigo events
this year.
“Taste of La Frontera is one of our
biggest fundraisers for the Mr. Amigo
Association to cover the expenses of
bringing the celebrity and having the
celebration of the fiestas del charro,
which is Charro Days,” Cristiano said.
The Mr. Amigo President’s Ball is
scheduled from 8 p.m. to midnight Feb.
27 and the Awards Ceremony Gala will
take place from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Feb. 28,
both at the Event Center. Seoane will
attend both events.

Student Organization
Council

All registered student organizations at
UT-Brownsville are required to send
a minimum of two representatives
per organization to the Student
Organization
Council
meeting,
scheduled from 5 to 6 p.m. Jan. 31 in
Life and Health Sciences Building 1.104.
The council meets once a month to
discuss and receive information related
to student organizations and campus
activities. For more information, call the
Office of Student Engagement at
882-5138.
--Compiled by Ana Cavazos

POLICE REPORTS
Jan. 14

3:15 p.m.: University P0lice confiscated
a parking permit from a student who
allegedly posted on Facebook that she
was selling a UT-Brownsville parking
permit.

Jan. 16

8:05 a.m.: A UTB staff member
reported that he accidentally struck a
Chevrolet Silverado while backing out of
a parking space in Lot B2 due to the truck
being improperly parked. No injuries
were reported. A University Police officer
left a case number on the Silverado.
8:05 a.m.: A staff member reported
that she fell while going up the stairs in
the Biomedical Research Building. She
declined Emergency Medical Services
but complained about pain to her right
knee and forearm.
4:14 p.m.: A University Police officer
arrested a 29-year-old student on a

misdemeanor charge of possession of
marijuana after stopping him at the
intersection of Ringgold Road and
Gorgas Drive for not wearing a seatbelt.
The officer, who detected a strong odor
of marijuana and advised the student he
was going to search the vehicle, allegedly
found .2225 ounces of marijuana located
underneath the console. The student was
issued a citation for wearing no seatbelt
and then transported to the Carrizales
Rucker Detention Center.

Jan. 17

3:07 p.m.: The Graduate Studies dean
reported that a student came into his
office requesting admittance into the
graduate school. When the Dean told the
student that she had missed the deadline,
the student’s boyfriend confronted the
dean. The dean advised University Police
that he was alarmed by the boyfriend’s

aggressive demeanor.

Jan. 21

11:52 a.m.: A woman reported that
someone broke into her car and stole a
Kindle book reader while she was visiting
UTB staff in the Cueto Building, 1301 E.
Madison St. The device was valued at
$80 and damage to the car totaled $120.
8:13 p.m.: The Biomedical Research
Building was evacuated after a staff
member reported detecting a faint odor
of smoke and the fire alarm sounded.
Students and faculty re-entered the
building after Brownsville firefighters
found the building in safe condition.
--Compiled by Amanda Arredondo
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Freshman program paying off
By Ana Cavazos
THE COLLEGIAN

A program aimed at increasing
freshman passing rates and decreasing
withdrawals in core courses is succeeding
in most of the four subjects, UTBrownsville officials say.
The Link2Success program offered
assistance
in
College
Algebra,
Contemporary
Math,
English
Composition I and U.S. History I last
semester. This semester, the program
expanded to include study sessions in
U.S. History II and English Composition
II.
The purpose of the program is to help
students be more successful in their
courses and be more likely to come back.
“We’re targeting increasing passing
rates and decreasing withdrawal rates
and then increasing retention—and that’s
what the university expects,” said Leslie
Jones, co-director of UT-Brownsville’s
Learning Enrichment Center.
The program is based on the Title V
learning community model.
“It provides study sessions, two to
three hours per week, two hours for
history, two hours for English and three
hours for math in addition to the lecture
time built into their course schedule,”
said Jones.
The Division of Academic Affairs
added the courses because freshmen
were scoring lower passing and high
withdrawal rates. For the last five years,
the average passing rate for U.S. History
II was 58.85 percent and 66 percent for

POTHOLES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
normal,” he said. “Since potholes are
getting quite big, we made a request” to
the city’s Public Works Department.
Hernandez said he is not aware of any
accidents caused by the potholes. The
holes are formed by heavy vehicles that
create cracks in the pavement.
“If we don’t see them in the next couple
of days, we’re going to place a call again
to follow up,” he said.
Martino Treviño, acting superintendent
for Public Works, said the department
usually takes a week to respond to

TOWNHALL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
crowd of about 50 people for input on
a proposal, which would increase the
parking rates from 25 cents an hour to
75 cents an hour. Additionally, the city
wants to establish a Downtown Employee
and Owner Parking Pass that would cost
$60 per month or $2 per day.
“It really is to increase the availability
of parking,” Gonzalez said.
He said that people he has spoken to say
that the scarcity of parking spaces is what
keeps them from visiting downtown.
“That is really just the first gut reaction
people give me, so we need to increase
the availability of parking so that
shoppers can come downtown, they can
find parking and they can actually spend
money in our downtown area,” Gonzalez
said.
He also said the city needs to “reduce
the cruising and traffic congestion,
related to low vacancies” in parking.
The last time the parking meter rates
increased was 1976.
“That’s our No. 1 problem, lack of
available parking spots,” he said.
In
traditional
townhall
style,
Brownsville residents spoke out.

Ana Cavazos/Collegian
Link2Success tutor Angelique Adams, a junior
psychology major, presents a study session
in English Composition I to UT-Brownsville
freshmen earlier this month. Shown (from
left) are Carlos Huerta, Hector Venegas and
Eduardo Gonzalez.
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model is not used full scale in the course
due to the lack of space for the number of
students in each math class.
“It’s more like an emporium model,”
she said of the math classes. “In order
for it to be L2s the way we have it set
up in history and English, we would
need to have breakout sessions. So, in
other words, there’s 67 students in the
room right now and we put three tutors
in there. For it to be like in English and
history, we would need to take those 67
students and break them up into three
smaller groups in three separate rooms
and then put two tutors in each one. And

that’s what we can’t do because we lack
space on campus.”
About 1,500 students are in the L2S
program this semester. They are served
by 107 tutors and eight coordinators.
Tutors in the program are students
who score high grades in the subjects and
already know the demands of the class.
L2S coordinator and former tutor
Reyes Maraboto said building a
relationship with the students is key to
developing their learning skills.
“When I was working as a tutor, one of
the main things I learned was that people

MLK

always in need of donations from the
community, and not just monetary help
but as well as the time that folks have to
contribute,” said Sergio Garcia, the zoo’s
education curator. “It may be an hour or
two, a week or a month, but any of that
help and contribution of time is really
useful for the zoo and goes a long way.”
At Lincoln Park, volunteers were fast
at work on the community garden and
outdoor kitchen.
“I came out last year and really enjoyed
it, so I came back without my club this
year,” freshman Amelie Garcia said as
she replanted carrots in the garden with
a friend.
Garcia was among a group of about
20 people who weeded and planted basil
and other seeds in the garden and raked
leaves from the nature trails.
The volunteers’ work brought to mind
King’s message: “All labor that uplifts
humanity has dignity and importance and
should be undertaken with painstaking
excellence.”

See L2S, Page 7

English Composition II.
Jones said passing rates increased for
U.S. History I, English Composition I
and College Algebra since the program
started last fall.
Information provided by Jones
showed the fall semester passing average
in History I between 2007 and 2012 was
53 percent, compared with 74 percent in
Fall 2013; in Comp I, it was 61 percent
between 2007 and 2012, compared
with 78 percent in Fall 2013; in College
Algebra, it was 45 percent between 2007
and 2012, compared with 61 percent last
fall.
No change, however, was seen in
Contemporary Mathematics; the passing
rate for this course remained at 50
percent last fall, the same rate between
2007 and 2012.
Asked why there was no change in the
passing rate, Jones replied that the L2S

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

requests.
Asked why the city has not responded
to UT-Brownsville’s request, Treviño
replied: “It could be a number of reasons:
We’ve had some rain, it’s been a wet
winter, so that increased the potholes.”
The increase in the number of potholes
caused by the rain increases the workload
for city crews, Treviño said.
“I haven’t seen the request, personally;
I guess if I were to see the request I
would have sped up a response,” he told
The Collegian in a telephone interview
Wednesday.
Equipment also does factor in the
response time, he said. It takes about

an hour for potholes to be filled. Pothole
repairs, paid by taxpayers, cost $4 a
square foot.
Rolando Uresti, an instructor for the
Automotive Technology program at
Texas Southmost College, said the cost
to repair a tire or wheel damaged by a
pothole depends on the vehicle.
“It does tend to get expensive for the
vehicle repairs,” Uresti said. “If a wheel is
actually damaged, it can cost up to $500
to $600.”
Uresti said pothole damage is generally
not covered in a factory warranty, so the
consumer might have to pay out of pocket
for the repairs to the vehicle.

Usually, it doesn’t take much speed to
cause damage to a tire, Uresti said.
“If a tire is a small, low-profile tire,
there’s more of an impact,” he said. “It is
most likely for both tire and wheel to get
damaged.”
Drivers can protect tires by avoiding
potholes or reducing vehicle speed,
Uresti said.
“Those are basically the only things
you can actually do,” he said.
To make a request to have a pothole
filled, Treviño said to call 546-4357.

Teresa Saldivar said her concern is for
the people who work minimum-wage
jobs in the downtown area.
“That’s money out of their pocket and
food off their table,” Saldivar said. “I
would recommend that employers pay
for the parking fees for their employees.
It’s done in major cities to attract good
employees. … It should not cost people to
go to work.”
Diana Barrientos-Cisneros, whose
family owns and operates the downtown
Oyster Bar, said she does not agree with
the rate-hike proposal.
“I don’t think that 75 cents is going to
help the customer,” Barrientos-Cisneros
said. “My customers have been up in
arms. They’re not willing to pay the
amount.”
Attorney Reynaldo Garza Jr. owns a
building at Seventh and East St. Charles
streets.
“What concerns me is the one-size-fitsall attitudes here,” Garza said. “There
may be a problem on the last few blocks
of Elizabeth Street, but there are not
problems in other areas.”
Dr. Gustavo Stern, a physician and
a building owner in the downtown
area, said that people are not likely to
rent apartments in the downtown area
because of the lack of parking.

“You did the right diagnosis saying that
there is a problem with parking,” Stern
said. “You are going to kill downtown
with your treatment [of] the problem.”
Roberto Uresti also spoke out against
the rate increase.
“You have [parking] for your employees
who work downtown at the City Hall,”
Uresti said, addressing Gonzalez. “It’s
kind of funny, they have free parking.
How come we don’t charge them the
$60? That’s what you should do.”
The
crowd
applauded
Uresti’s
statement.
David Belleperche spoke in favor of
raising the parking meter rates to only
50 cents per hour.
“As a younger person, I know I
don’t always carry change in my
pocket,” Belleperche said. “I am for the
revitalization of downtown. You know,
we definitely need it here.”
Roberto Zamora, owner of La Plaza
at the corner of Washington Street and
International Boulevard, said, “I have 20
employees that use the parking in this
… area. Yes, they make minimum wage,
that’s all I can pay, but at least it’s 20 jobs
that the city wouldn’t have without us.”
“Sixty dollars a month for parking, it’s
a lot,” he said. “It’s a lot if you’re making
minimum wage. It’s a lot if you got to

feed a family, it’s a lot if you got to pay
utilities, it’s a lot if you got to pay rent.”
Some of the Brownsville city
commissioners also attended the
meeting.
“I’m definitely against raising [the
rate] to 75 cents now after hearing all of
your concerns,” District 2 Commissioner
Jessica Tetreau-Kalifa told the audience.
“We are here to work with you and do
anything we can.”
Downtown is in District 4, which is
represented by Commissioner John
Villarreal.
“I’m very pleased to see everyone come
out and have a civilized meeting, very
informative for us, which is exactly what
we need because we are here to represent
what you need and what you want,”
Villarreal said.
Gonzalez said city planners will take
all ideas into consideration and plan to
come up with an appropriate solution for
the issue.
The next Brownsville City Commission
meeting is scheduled Feb. 4 at City Hall.

of the Spanish Meadows Nursing
Center and making goody bags for the
Brownsville Literacy Center to helping
in community gardens and cleaning the
grounds at the Brownsville/South Padre
Island International Airport.
About 24 volunteers headed across
the street to Gladys Porter Zoo, where
those who had been vaccinated against
tuberculosis cleaned the cages of gerbils
and birds while others picked up candy
bar wrappers, soft drink cans and
cigarette butts from the ground.
“Usually, I go to the nursing home but
I wanted to try something new,” said
senior sociology major Gisela Ayala, who
helped sweep up hay that had fallen from
rabbit, mice and opossum cages at the
zoo.
Zoo officials were grateful for the
assistance.
“The zoo, like most nonprofits, is

WATCH
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CLUB SPOTLIGHT

Victoria Brito/Collegian
Members of I Tricolori include (front row, from left) Adviser Mara Theodoritsi, President
Angelica Corona, Secretary Victoria Elias Calles and Historian Lorena Treviño. Second row:
Reyna Villarreal, Samantha Acosta, Alexandria Perez, Yolanda Flores and Elizabeth Hurtado.
Third row: Kristiana Cruz, Tracy Hernandez, Humberto Lozoya, Lucia Salinas and Amanda
Arredondo. Fourth row: Maritza Madrigal, Mihir Shah, Orlando Ruiz, Daniel Corona and
Alyssa Garza. Fifth row: Julio Castro, David Baca, Andres Gonzalez and Dan Martinez. Back
row: Anthony Garza, Jessica Garcia, Alan Novelo and Jorge Castro.

Name: I Tricolori
Purpose: To help students practice
and learn the Italian language and
culture.
President: Angelica Corona
Vice President: Eugenia Alcocer
Secretary: Victoria Elias Calles and
Guillermo Montelongo
Treasurer: Aaron Reyes
Historian: Lorena Treviño

Advisers: Mara Theodoritsi, adjunct
professor of Modern Languages,
and José Dávila-Montes, associate
professor
of
Translation
and
Interpreting
Activities: Screens Italian movies.
Meetings: Biweekly on Thursdays
Dues: $5 per academic year
For more information: www.
facebook.com/ITricolori
--Compiled by Victoria Brito

“FIND THE MYSTERY WORD!”

WINNER

CONTEST RULES
1. Pick up a copy of
The Collegian each Monday.
2. Read the paper!
3. Find the single bold letters
within the text of stories that
make up the mystery word.
4. Find the hint to the mystery
word on the opinion page.

5. if you find the mystery word,
be the first person to visit our
office, located in Student Union
1.10 and show us the mystery
word to receive your prize.
6. Participants may win only
once per semester.
7. The winner's photo will be
published in The Collegian.
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High time for change
By Anthony Cano
COLUMNIST

In an era where
a clear majority of
Americans are in
favor of legalizing
marijuana
(58
percent, 2013 Gallup
Poll), how relevant
is current U.S. drug
policy?
The
history
of
our country and the infamous weed
tells a much different story than what
anti-marijuana activists would care to
tell. Things have changed since 1969,
when only 12 percent of the population
favored legalization. Propaganda now
perpetuates negativity from a shrinking
minority. While some pro-legalization
activists may also blur lines, it is certain
that after weighing the pros and cons,
America needs a new discussion forum
on this controversial subject.
Tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC)
is
the chemical behind marijuana’s
physiological effects. THC binds to
receptors on nerve cells, causing changes
in activity. Cannabinoid receptors
are concentrated in areas of the brain
associated with memory, thinking,
pleasure,
coordination
and
time
perception. The chemical stimulates
cells in the brain to release dopamine,
which pain receptors recognize as relief.
Marijuana can be grown almost anywhere
and is available all over the world.
Marijuana first became illegal with the
passing of the Marihuana Tax Act of 1937,
which levied a tax on the sale of cannabis.
This would involve bringing in marijuana
to obtain the stamp and this in turn made
you in illegal possession, punishable by
possible jail time. Drug prohibition was
elevated to another level when the first
commissioner of the Federal Bureau of
Narcotics, Henry Anslinger, made an
effort to rid the country of, in his mind,
this dangerous drug by helping to pass
federal anti-narcotics laws. States began
passing similar laws and by 1952 most
states had laws in effect.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

World War I Lessons
World War I’s 100th anniversary is
about five months away.
Talk, a lot of it, could have prevented the
four gory years, if the words and resultant
actions had contained compromises.
Excluding Iran--thanks to United
States’ pressure--from the current Syrian
peace talks is an error, just as the absence
of many Eastern European lands and
Germany from an England-dominated
continent helped start World War I.
Iran has become the major power in
the Near and Middle East, and must be
included in any regional talks.
I know the other argument: Include
Iran and it will be emboldened to become
aggressive.
Take your bet.
I will wager for Iran at every table in
the region and world, for the alternative
increases
several
regional
and
international wars’ chances.
World War I and the wars that
followed contained too many “you’re not
welcome” comments directed at nations
and colonies, with the result carnage.
Use World War I’s four horrendous
years as a primer for peace, not a new
and old-weapon filled 2014.
And while at it, urge Texas’ U.S.
Senators, John Cornyn and Ted Cruz,

See LETTER, Page 7

The United States spends an average
of $51 billion annually on the war on
drugs. This is going on while lawmakers
debate tightening the U.S. belt and
staying fiscally responsible. This also
draws parallels to the great failed social
experiment of alcohol prohibition in the
1920s that barely lasted a dozen years.
U.S. Bureau of Justice statistics show
that in 2004, the number of federal and
state prisoners for marijuana-related
offenses totaled 44,816, which ranks as
one of the highest in the world. Although
about 750,000 people are arrested
every year for marijuana offenses, states
vary on prosecution. Not all arrests
lead to prosecutions, and relatively few
people prosecuted and convicted of
misdemeanor possession end up in jail.
Most are fined or required to complete

iTHINK

community service, with less than 1
percent serving time for possession.
Marijuana smoking can spur some
ailments. Heavy smokers run some
of the same risks as tobacco smokers,
such as emphysema and bronchitis.
These ailments, however, come directly
from the smoke and not the marijuana
itself, according to drugwarfacts.org,
and smoking isn’t the only way to ingest
THC. With the market exploding with
vaporizers, oil and liquid, marijuana
can be bonded to just about anything,
including cookies and lollipops. Early
scientific studies suggest that THC itself
could be found useful in the fight against
cancer, according to the documentary
film “Grass: The History of Marijuana”
(1999).
Seventeen states and the District

of Columbia have legalized medical
marijuana. In November 2012, Colorado
and Washington became the first states
to legalize the recreational use of the
drug. Thirteen other states plan similar
changes in elections this year. When
marijuana virtually causes no damage
on a large or even small scale, is it any
wonder state ballot initiatives are on the
increase?
In a country where the two most
popular drugs (alcohol and tobacco) are
also the two deadliest, it’s only a matter
of time before more and more citizens
start asking why so many of our children
are getting marked for life as a criminals,
getting blocked from federal student aid

See COLUMN, Page 7
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What big dreams or expectations
do you have for UT-RGV?
“I hope it’ll be a more diverse kind of college and, hopefully,
they’ll offer more majors, maybe better career pathways for new
students that are coming in. [Right now] we’re very limited in
degree plans and career pathways, so I think the new university
will bring more to the table.”

Abel Gutierrez
Biology senior

“I’m hoping that standards will be set
higher for students so they have to work
harder and actually acquire the skills that
they’ll need in order to succeed in the
real world. I feel like before, it was too
lenient and anybody could get a degree
and I’m hoping that the standards will be
set higher so that the rest of us that get a
degree are able to get some validation for
it, that we worked for it.”

Valuary Cisneros
English senior

“Mis expectaciones serían más alumnos
en la universidad, mucho más clases.
Quiero mejor servicio en las oficinas
para que estemos a gusto”.

Anthony Jauregui
Management senior

“Well, I think it’s going to be good that
they separated from TSC because they’re
going to be having better programs over
there. I think it’s going to be good.”

Marlen Ortiz
TSC freshman

--Compiled by Anthony Cano
--Photos by Alberto Garcia
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Restaurantes sirven comida de la frontera

Por Magaly Rosales
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL

El centro de eventos de Brownsville
se llenó de gente para el evento de Taste
of La Frontera, donde caminaban de
mesa a mesa para saborear lo que los
restaurantes participantes tenían que
ofrecer.
Veintitrés restaurantes, incluyendo
Bigo’s Bar and Grill, Chick-ﬁl-A, el
restaurante Vermillion, Mi Pueblito
Bar and Grill, Taquería Ultimo Taco,
sirvieron de todo, desde ceviche y tacos a
pasta y pan dulce durante la recaudación
de fondos para la asociación de Mr.
Amigo el 20 de enero.
“Cada restaurante participante está
presente, no para ser reconocido por
la comunidad pero para contribuir
voluntariamente su tiempo y donar la
comida que servirán a todos”, dijo Luigi
Cristiano, presidente de la Asociación
de Mr. Amigo, la cual pone el evento
para recaudar fondos para sus próximos
eventos relacionados con Charro Days.
Cuando se le preguntó qué comida
había probado, Myles Garza, un abogado
de la oficina de ley de Robert Garza,
contestó: “Bigo’s [Bar and Grill], el
Ultimo Taco… fue uno de los mejores
votados durante dos años consecutivos,
el ceviche de Vermillion, el cual es
probablemente el mejor en la ciudad, y
otros más”.
Abigail Chavez, una residente de
Corpus Christi quien visitó Brownsville
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Azeneth Rincon-Guerra, coproprietaria de la Panadería el Camino, le sirve pan dulce a Sebastian
San Miguel, un estudiante de la secundaria Oliveira, durante Taste of La Frontera el pasado 20
de enero. El evento fue una recaudación de la asociación de Mr. Amigo.

para asistir al evento, dijo: “Hay mucho
que probar, nada más necesitas que
tomarte tu tiempo. … Pero está muy
bueno”.
Cesar Acevedo, un estudiante de
ciencias de computadora de tercer año
de UT-Brownsville, fue voluntario del
evento llevando invitados a sus asientos
y recogiendo platos.

“Es un lugar divertido, hay muchos
restaurantes aquí”, Acevedo dijo. “Por
ejemplo, Chick-ﬁl-A siempre tiene buena
comida. Hay otros restaurantes también,
participando y donando de su tiempo,
sirviendo comida para nuestro gozo”.
El
entretenimiento
incluyó
demonstraciones por Mariachi El
Mundial, el Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán de

What should I major in?

Degree: Biology
School: College of Science, Mathematics
and Technology
Prerequisites: None
Total credit hours needed to
graduate: 120
Biological Sciences Chair: David
Hicks
What does the biology degree
consist of? “Our biology degree is
very well-rounded; it provides a broad
training in the biological sciences. It’s
certainly general enough to serve the
preprofessional students, people that
are going to veterinary school, premed,
physician assistants, dental. We provide
the basic framework for all those
professional careers that students want
to go into. We also do a lot of the ecology,
environmental biology and also some
marine biology. In fact, we have a degree
program under review right now and
we may actually have a marine biology
bachelor’s program by the upcoming
fall.”
Which classes can students expect
to take? “We certainly have a set of
core courses to give students that wellrounded base in biology. Those include
the major versions of biology: molecular
and cellular biology, genetics and ecology.
Those are kind of the main ones. Beyond
that, students are allowed to pick and
choose from our electives. We have a lot
of electives. Even right now they can take
courses like coastal ecology, coral reef
ecology this summer. We offer classes
in conservation biology, wildlife biology
and then the study of birds as well as fish.
For students that are more interested in
the preprofessional-type degree, we have
courses such as advanced physiology and
neurobiology and immunology.”
Which skills will students learn
by the time they graduate? “Besides
having a very good knowledge in the
biological sciences, we also provide
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Biology graduate student Catheline Froehlich (left) and senior biology major Roman Zapien
watch ducks on the Lozano Banco Resaca during a field observation in Assistant Professor
Richard Kline’s Animal Behavior Lab class.

some analytical skills, learning how
to conduct research. We also have
seminars that teach them scientific
writing, as well as communication skills,
being able to present biological data for
example. We tell all the students to be
a biology major really isn’t about only
studying biology because they have to
have strong mathematical skills, strong
communication skills as well as writing.”
What salary can a student expect
to earn after graduation? “They
range very wildly, depending on what the
student’s interests are. The more healthprofession-type job tends to pay much
higher. There is also the environmental
biology, wildlife biology jobs that tend
to pay less but you know the tradeoff
is, of course, those who really love what
they do and they like working outside.
… It really just ranges wildly. Like with
any other discipline, more money comes
with more specialization. Students that
are in the sciences often don’t stop at a
bachelor’s degree but they go on to some
graduate study. We offer a master in

biology, and some other programs offer
a Ph.D. In the sciences, the amount of
money that we make has to do with the
amount of training that you receive …”
What are some possible careers
with this degree: “Careers in the health
sciences, also careers with state and
federal natural resources agencies. That
would be things like Texas Parks and
Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Texas
General Land Office, Environmental
Protection Agency, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration … Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality.”
Students clubs related to the major:
Gorgas Science Society and Ecological
Restoration Society.
For more information about a biology
degree, call the department at 882-5040
or visit its Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/pages/Departmentof-Biological-Sciences-University-ofTexas-Brownsville/198386566898232
--Compiled by Magaly Rosales

UTB y de estudiante de comunicación de
cuarto año y editora del Collegian Cleiri
Quezada, quien cantó “La Charreada” y
“Aires del Mayab.”
“Sin la comunidad, esto no sería
un éxito y si esto no fuera un éxito [la
asociación] Mr. Amigo no estaría vivo”,
Cristiano dijo. “Solo le quiero agradecer a
todos por darnos la oportunidad de tener
un año más de Mr. Amigo este año”.
La Asociación de Mr. Amigo fue
establecida hace 50 años para fortalecer
los lazos de amistad entre los Estados
Unidos y México, específicamente
Brownsville y Matamoros. Cada año,
la asociación honora a un ciudadano
mexicano quien ha contribuido con la
amistad entre los dos países. La actriz,
cantante y modelo Mariana Seoane ha
sido nombrada Mr. Amigo 2013.
Las ganancias de la recaudación de
fondos anual serán usadas para fundar
los eventos de Mr. Amigo este año.
“Taste of La Frontera es una de las
recaudaciones más grandes para la
Asociación de Mr. Amigo, para cubrir
los gastos de la celebridad y tener las
celebraciones de las fiestas del charro”,
Cristiano dijo.
El
Baile
del
Presidente
está
programado de 8 p.m. a la media noche el
27 de febrero y la Ceremonia de Premios
de Gala tomará lugar de 9 p.m. a 1 a.m.
el 28 de febrero, ambos en el centro de
eventos. Seoane asistirá a ambos eventos.
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are afraid of getting help,” Maraboto said
during a recent interview. “They’re afraid
of being judged, so you need to make
sure, as a tutor, to understand that about
students that are coming into the lab so
you can work around it.”
Biomedical sciences freshman Daniel
Gonzales was in the program last
semester and has applied to become a
tutor.
“They go over everything in the
classroom, so you get to understand
better and it’s easier to talk to someone
who’s also a student, so it’s real
interactive and really helpful,” Gonzales
said. “At first, you know, you don’t want
to take the extra tutoring. So, you don’t
really want to take it, but, you know, it
really does help.”
Gonzales said he earned a B+ in U.S.
History I, a C in College Algebra and an
A in Comp I.
The Learning Enrichment Center is
located in Student Union 2.16. For more
information, call 882-8208.
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and opportunities of employment and
being vilified in their own neighborhoods
for doing something our lawmakers
probably do anyway.
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to drop their insistence United States’
sanctions on Iran continue.
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville
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